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The Royal Academy of Arts is proud to 
welcome you to the fourth year of the 
Young Artists’ Summer Show. The exhibition 
is a showcase and celebration of the 
imagination and creativity of young artists.

From over 21,500 artworks submitted, the 
expert panel of artist judges chose 280 artworks 
for this exhibition, as well as an additional 232 
artworks to be displayed online. Throughout the 
difficult process of selection, the judges were 
looking for original ideas, unique expressions 
of creativity, a mix of disciplines, and a diverse 
representation from across the UK.

Making art enriches young people’s lives 
by developing a sense of free, flexible and 
independent thinking – skills that make us 
resilient to the challenges of an ever changing 
world. Creating art can help us make sense 
of our lives, and by looking at art we have 
opportunities to understand the lived experiences 
of others. 

Through this exhibition, we encourage you 
to experience and appreciate the voices and 
ideas of young people. We hope you enjoy 
their passion, insight, imagination and skill and 
that you join us in celebrating the commitment 
of teachers, parents and guardians who are 
championing the role of art in education across 
the UK.
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‘The Young Artists’ Summer Show is now 
an important landmark in the diary of the 
Royal Academy. It is a pleasure to see 
the impressive standard of work being 
produced by young artists across the 
country, and the engagement of the next 
generation with the importance of art. 
The huge number of submissions in 2022 
demonstrates the value of art to every 
child’s educational life and the amazing 
contribution of teachers in nurturing that 
talent.’

‘Art expands minds and enables people to 
see the world in new ways. This is why I’ve 
had a lifelong commitment to supporting 
the arts and why I believe passionately in 
promoting the role of art in education. I am 
proud to continue my support of the Young 
Artists’ Summer Show and I’m delighted 
to see its success grow from year to year. 
Congratulations to the young artists and 
deep thanks to all those working to inspire 
young people to express themselves 
creatively.’

Robin Hambro
Sponsor

Rebecca Salter PRA
President of the Royal Academy of Arts

A number of this year’s artworks 
are available to purchase. 

For enquiries, please email 
yass@royalacademy.org.uk



1
Arzoo, age 4 
Conkers  

Painting 

Arzoo had so much fun collecting and looking at 
conkers in the outdoor setting in Reception Class. In 
the classroom, she painted lots of them using some 
wonderful rich brown colours. 

5 
Harper, age 4 
My Pony Google 

Painting 

I painted a picture of my pony named Google because I 
love horses and how beautiful they are. 

 

3 
Marvin, age 4 
One Man Leg 

Mixed media 

I used lots of different materials to print different patterns. 
I then cut these into lots of different 2D shapes and used 
them to make a collage. I made mine look different on 
each side like a man on one leg. 
 

7 
Ben, age 4 
Pumpkin 

Gouache on paper 

I love Halloween because you get to eat a lot of candies 
and you can wear superhero costumes and go out at 
night, and I love decorating pumpkins. This pumpkin 
came out like an orange a bit. I like oranges too! 
 
 
 

 

2 
Yusuf, age 4
My World

Painting 

I see shapes, colours, numbers and letters around me. 
This is how I see the world. 

 

6 
Leo, age 4 
Save the Tiger 

Watercolour paint and Posca pen 

At Let’s Make Art’s afterschool club, we looked at the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and chose 
an endangered animal, insect or plant to paint with 
watercolours. When dry we added details with paint pens. 
Art is a good way of letting people know about the 
problems with our planet, especially endangered animals. 
We also want to raise awareness of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals 14 and 15; Life Below 
Water and Life on Land by submitting our work. 

4 
Madeleine, age 4 
My View 

Paint on canvas 

A creation by my four year old mind.

 

8 
Digby, age 4 
Nee-Naw-Nee-Naw 

Paint on cardboard 

I like police cars, police vans and fire engines, rubbish 
trucks, cement mixers, tractors and monster trucks. 
Ambulances are my favourite - they are fast with flashy 
lights and they help people.
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9
Lucas, age 4 
Minibeast Garden   

Painting 

There’s the bee and the bird and butterfly. They fly around 
and around and they go to the tree to make honey.
 

13
Chelsea, age 5 
Summer Breeze  

Watercolour paint  

I made this using watercolour paints to make a summer 
picture. It shows a good tree with lots of leaves and 
colours. The breeze of a summer evening. Chelsea 
managed to do this with supervision. She is inspired by 
art and had lots of fun.  

11
Juniper, age 4 
My Alien Friends  

Tempera on newsprint  

Our topic at school was space. I love painting people and 
aliens. I wanted to use all the bright colours.

10
Ayla, age 4 
Fruit Salad  

Paint and ink pen on paper 

I really like fruit so I wanted to print them. I dipped the 
banana and apples in paint and then drew around them 
with a black pen.

14
Teddy, age 5 
Portrait of the Artist  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

I got a bit old and a bit bored of my old hobby so I 
thought maybe I should be an artist. I see lots of artists 
draw pictures of themselves, so I thought I better do that 
too. 

12
Zana, age 4 
A Jar of Worms  

Pens, crayons and pencil on card 

A jar of beetles, worms and spiders. 

 

16 
Jude, age 5 
Fap in Potatoland  

Clay on a wire frame, plastic, card & markers 

I love planets and space and created my own planet. It is 
called Potatoland. Fap is an alien that lives there. I made 
Fap out of clay on a wire frame with plastic for his eyes. I 
drew his home planet with markers on card.

15
Niko, age 5 
The Catch  

Watercolour paint  

Niko is fascinated by birds, especially water birds. He 
could spend hours and hours watching them flap about 
by the water. When at home he loves to draw and paint 
all manner of imaginary water birds, often engaged in the 
best activity of all - feeding!



17
Louisa, age 5 
Tudor House Painting  

Acrylic paint, ink, pastel and collage 

We have been learning about the Tudors. I drew and 
painted a Tudor house with guidance from my teacher. 
Tudor houses are pretty.

21
Jack, age 5 
Sunrise Over London  

Pencil, crayons and watercolor  

Jack lives in London and he made this drawing to 
capture some of his favourite sights in his City - Big Ben, 
St Paul’s Cathedral, The Shard, The Gherkin and the 
London Eye. 

19
Thomas, age 5 
Safari Picture  

Mixed media 

We created large pictures of our safari animals using 
paint, oil pastels and ink.

 

23
Sebastian, age 6 
The Pacific Wave Storm  

Poster paint on board 

I painted this picture after reading one of my favourite 
books about pirates! I wanted to paint the stormy sea 
that they sailed across to get their treasure!

 

18
Martha, age 5 
Winking Self-Portrait   

Ink jet photograph and acrylic paint 

Expressive use of colours and paint. I really liked mixing 
the colours and creating shapes. One eye is covered with 
a Red circle. The other eye I left without paint because I 
just wanted it to have one eye so it still looked like me. It 
looks like I’m winking. 

 

22
Francesca and Olivia, age 6 
Princess Mirror-Belle 

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This is a painting inspired by our favourite book Princess 
Mirror-Belle. We are identical twins, and we are starring 
in the painting as ourselves. We painted it together. 
Behind the mirror is Candyland, a land where everything 
is made of sweets. Sometimes the Princess climbs out 
of the mirror and does very naughty and funny things. 
Once she tried to kiss a toy frog and turn it into a Prince. 
Sometimes she gets her mirror twin into trouble. 
 

20
Chloe, age 5 
Babushka’s Garden in Ukraine. 
Will We Ever Visit Again? 

Acrylic paint on canvas 

I painted babushka’s vegetable garden. Next to her 
house in Kyiv she grows all sorts of vegetables: corn, 
beetroots, carrots, tomatoes, potatoes and pumpkins. But 
when the war started, she had to spend three weeks in 
the basement of the house hiding from the bombs. She 
was very scared. Luckily, she escaped from the war, and 
babushka will now live with us in London. I don’t know if 
we will ever visit her vegetable garden again.

24
Molly, age 6 
Auspicious Day  

Drawing 

This drawing is a Chinese ink painting, which is showing 
a typical set at people’s homes, symbolic of happiness, 
luck or a good future. 
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25
Harvey, age 6 
‘‘With great power comes great responsibility.’’ 

Oil pastels 

I love all things Spider-Man and really wanted to try oil 
pastels. This is my tribute to him and his archenemies. 
The characters are all very exciting and unusual to draw. I 
love the bright colours and wanted it to look like a comic. 
Spider-Man uses his power for good and this is very 
important. ‘‘With great power comes great responsibility.’’ 

28
Thomas, age 6 
Tyrant Lizard King  

Acrylic paint and oil pastels on paper 

I wanted to paint a picture of Tyrannosaurus rex. T-Rex 
is my favourite dinosaur because it is the most powerful 
dinosaur. I especially like his big sharp teeth.

26
Chloe, age 6 
My First Art Teacher  

Watercolour paint on paper 

Chloe used watercolour and chose to do a portrait of Mr 
Gomez because not only he is her first ‘real’ art teacher, 
but she also finds his facial features very interesting.

 

30
Lara, age 6 
Thursday Nights  

Photograph 

I know how to make the camera work on my mum’s 
phone, and I love taking pictures of people when they 
don’t notice me. If they know I have a camera they smile 
and sit up straight and say ‘cheese!’ Here my parents are 
very relaxed in our lounge like most Thursday nights. 

29
Collaboration, Hummingbirds, all aged 6 
Art on Toast 

Photograph
   
Year 2 experimented by making art without traditional 
tools and materials. In this lesson, children were 
challenged to scrape a design into the surface of burnt 
toast using teaspoons, sculpting tools and wooden 
knives.

31
Gruffydd, age 6 
Sea and Mountains  

Fabric sewn with a machine 

A picture inspired by the sea and mountains surrounding 
the town of Barmouth in Wales where my family live.  

 

32
William, age 6 
Woodland Waterfall  

Painting 

I used a picture of a local landscape showing a bridge 
over a waterfall, then I used a technique called pointillism 
to paint over the picture. 

 

27
Brandon, age 6 
Eva’s Garden

Canvas, tracing paper, pencils, acrylic paint and pens 

When Brandon was 2 he suffered a tragic loss, his sister 
Eva passed away due to a rare genetic condition at 
GOSH. The event was traumatic, and he’s still processing 
what happened. Brandon took inspiration from Frida 
Kahlo’s vivid use of colour, nature, and the way she uses 
art to express her emotions to create this portrait of Eva, 
surrounded by the flowers that adorn her final resting 
place. Brandon really took his time on it as it was so 
special to him. 
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36
Jomi, age 6 
Dinosaur in the Desert  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This painting is of a dinosaur in the desert. There is a river 
and a lake and rain coming down. I really love dinosaurs 
and draw pictures of them all the time.  

 

34
Edda, age 6 
Fruit Bowl   

Brush pens 

I chose to make it because it was nice to draw, and it 
would be a bit fun to draw it with different colours.

 

37
James, age 6 
The House on the Hill   

Painting 

James painted this in 2020 during the first lockdown 
when the schools closed. It was during this time that 
he became unwell again with his brain tumour. There is 
a fantastic art shop up the road from Bristol Children’s 
Hospital where we went several times after radiotherapy. 
The man gave James a set of watercolours which he 
cherished. When James could no longer walk, painting 
became vital. Art gave us all hope and now that he is 
gone his art lives on forever.

33
Elsie, age 6 
I Can Hear the Sea...  

Painting 

First I wanted to do a surfer in the sea but I changed my 
mind and decided to do a boat. I love boats. I like the sails 
and the bright colours.  
 

35
Joshua, age 6 
Me  

Mixed media 

I used paint, chalk and charcoal to make my self-portrait. I 
like the colours in the background the best. 
 

38
Stanley, age 7 
Tom and Ted  

Ceramic 

This is Tom and Ted and they are best friends. I made 
them in my home education art lesson. Tom is a made-up 
creature, and Ted is a fox creature. I like the feel of them 
both because they are very different textures. Tom is 
bumpy and made of sandy clay, but Ted is made from a 
different type of clay and is smooth. 

  

39
Effie-Rose, age 7 
Winter Deer  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

Created as a birthday gift for a friend.

 

40
Lucas, age 7 
Chaos in the Park  

Acrylic paint on card 

I painted a picture with an alien abducting a cow, a flying 
pig and a runaway kite dragging a boy along with it. 
There is a goose chasing a man for his sandwich and a 
meteorite shower. This picture is of my local park but on a 
disastrous day!!! I used acrylic paint on card. 



44
Collaboration, Year 2, ages 6–7 
Rainforest Rainbow  

Acrylic paint and ink 

Rainforest Rainbow is a collaborative piece created 
by 90 children aged 6 and 7. It depicts a rainforest 
through an explosion of colour and movement. Working 
in groups on a large scale, each class produced their 
own interpretation of the theme using paint, ink and 
printmaking. The children had been learning about 
rainforests and how they are vulnerable to deforestation 
and the final piece feels like an expression of hope for 
the future of this endangered habitat. 

 

42
Adam, age 7 
Long Neck Lady  

Drawing 

A long-necked portrait inspired by the work 
of Amedeo Modigliani.

46
Alicia, age 7 
My First Car Boot Sale  

Watercolour paint  

Last summer, I helped my mummy and daddy do a car 
boot sale and sold my grown out clothes and toys. It 
inspired me to draw this picture. What I am pleased about 
in my picture are the people selling and buying things 
like books, shoes, toys and computers. I also love the 
ice cream stall and the dogs. In the car boot sale, I saw 
people selling pictures and furniture so I added it to the 
drawing.

41
Jake, age 7 
The Magical Entry  

Drawing 

This is a design of a fabric for a summer silk shirt.

  

45
Freddie, age 7 
Grey Heron  

Oil paint on canvas 

I chose the picture of the heron from my dad’s National 
Geographic magazine because herons are one of my 
favourite birds and I’ve never painted one before. The 
background was difficult to paint because I was using 
different shades of green, and for the bird I had to mix 
different shades of grey. Painting animals is important 
to me because we need to protect them and remember 
how beautiful they are. 
 

43
Lowell, age 7 
Happy Days by the Pool  

Recycled cardboard, acrylic paint, string and hot glue 

When I go on holiday it makes me feel happy. I like to 
swim all day. I made this out of an old box and then 
covered it in papier-mâché. I painted it and glued all the 
pieces on. My brother is on the slide, I’m sunbathing in 
the pool and later we will eat the watermelon.

47
Lucas, age 7 
The Toy Chase  

Video

At Lucas’s school they created their first annual Film 
Festival where children were encouraged to create a stop 
motion movie using the app Stop Motion Studio. Lucas 
loves films and loves playing with his toys so decided to 
use his favourite ones to make his movie and he chose 
the dramatic music to accompany it. Lucas has ASD and 
it took him a lot of patience, but he was very proud of his 
creation. 
 

48
Ben, age 7 
Snowman Freedom  

Felt, wool and binca fabric 

I made two pom-poms and thought what a good 
snowman they would make so I made another pom-pom 
for the head and sewed them all together. Then I made 
the arms and the top hat. He looked so happy I gave him 
a snowboard. So many snowmen that are made never 
get the chance to snowboard like people. But this one is. 
He is free. 
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52
Emmeline, age 7 
Smile for the Camera  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This is my best smile yet. This is the face I like to make 
when someone takes my photo. 

 

50
Otto, age 7 
Skull Vase  

Papier-mâché and acrylic paint 

When my mum came into my class we made papier-
mâché vases. So since I like scary stuff I made a skull 
pattern but I made it a bit different than a usual skull to 
make it more interesting.

 

54
Arianne, age 7 
Shipwreck  

Watercolour paint on paper 

I was walking with my dad on the beach in Hartlepool 
after a storm when I was down visiting my nana and 
granda. I saw what I thought was a big shark’s jaws and 
teeth, but then I realised it was a shipwreck. My nana 
and granda both said they had never seen it before. I felt 
really really lucky that I was there in time to see it after 
the storm had blown the sand away, and before the sea 
covered it up again. 

49
William, age 7 
A Boy Reading  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

I was inspired to make this painting after studying the 
works of L.S. Lowry and Clementine Hunter. I wanted to 
capture my everyday life in art like they did. I used 5 paint 
colours like Lowry and blended them to make all the 
colours I needed. I like the bright colours Hunter used so 
I used brighter colours like her. I painted myself reading 
as I love reading and do it every day.

53
Violet, age 7 
You Are Mostly Annoying but You Know I Love You 

Felt tip pen on paper

In golden time at school, I found a piece of paper with 
an orange circle on it. I started to work on the circle 
and found myself drawing moustachioed faces on the 
orange. The big and little ones reminded me of my big 
sister and I, so I made the oranges speak. When my mum 
found the picture I was furious because I don’t usually 
admit I love my sister!

51
Blythe, age 7 
Rainforest 

Mixed media 

I was inspired by a topic we have been covering in my 
Primary 3 class called ‘The Rainforests.’

 

 

55
Mansoor, age 8 
Remade Space  

Collage 

I made a robot face with squares. I just made the shapes 
by cutting them out. I chose these colours because they 
were my favourites. I like it because of all the different 
shapes. It makes me feel mysterious. 

 

56
Sohana, age 8 
Boro Ma বড় মা  

Acrylic paint on paper 

My Boro Ma (Great Granny) died of Covid-19 last month 
at the age of 96. She was the Queen of my Bengali 
family. I spent a weekend painting a portrait of her as a 
way of remembering her and making my Nani (Granny) 
feel a bit less sad. The painting is based on photos, and 
my memories. The small details were important to me, the 
way her lipstick always matched her Sari, her pretty gold 
jewellery and how she always wore her hair in a bun.  
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59
Henry, age 8 
Fantasy   

Acrylic paint and Posca paint on canvas 

The story is a magical mix of fantasy and reality. My 
inspiration came from my recent visit to the Sea Life 
Centre in London. I stood in the dark undersea world, as 
if I was at the bottom of the sea and had close contact 
with the deep sea creatures.

61
Syella-Rayne, age 8 
How Bullying Feels  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This is how I feel when I’ve been bullied. Frustrated, 
confused and sad.
 

57
Jasmine, age 8 
Fox in the Wood   

Pan Pastels and pastel pencils 

I love foxes and like to spend my quiet time doing art with 
my mum when my little brother is away. It is my favourite 
time. I love painting with pastels. 

 

60
Amelie, age 8 
Sausage Dog - Tinsel 

Painting 

I LOVE sausage dogs and even though we do not have a 
dog I spend hours drawing them. She is called Tinsel as 
that is what I would call my sausage dog if I had one.

58
Mahi, age 8 
Self-Portrait   

Acrylic paint 

This artwork is about nature and how we should take 
care of it in our world. This painting inspired me to 
embrace my art skills and create a piece in the style of 
another artist. 

62
Scarlett, age 8 
Stonehenge  

Painting 

When we were learning about Stonehenge I was really 
inspired by it. I love the colours I chose.

64
Sophia, age 8 
Covesea  

Wood, wool and grass 

After my daddy died, me and my family moved from 
London to the Scottish Highlands to a small seaside 
town. We take a lot of walks on Covesea beach and 
remember my daddy. We created the frame out of twigs 
and sticks, and we wove grasses and Scotch broom. We 
also wove in wool as there are farms and sheep nearby 
too. This weaving encompasses the area that we live in 
called the Moray Firth.

63
Mia, age 8 
Turtle  

Charcoal 

I love using charcoal to draw because you can use it to 
make different marks and shadows. I made marks and 
lines inspired by a picture I saw of a turtle. I am so proud 
of the patterns and lines I drew.
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67
TG, age 9 
Figure Painting  

Acrylic paint on paper 

Figure painting learning about using acrylic paints and 
brushstrokes.

65
Chloe, age 8 
Toby’s Adventure   

Ink pen, watercolour paint and watercolour paper 

This is Chloe’s first picture book. She wanted to 
introduce different cultures to her friends and to 
show how beautiful and diverse this world is. She is 
Chinese/English mix and has been to China. She is also 
fascinated about Africa because she learnt about Black 
history in school. The story is about a little boy called Toby 
and his family who have been transformed into pandas 
by a magician in a London magic show. But they can’t be 
turned back. 

69
Emily, age 9 
Fleeing  

Mixed media 

I decided to base my artwork on the current war in 
Ukraine and show the refugees fleeing the country. I 
wrote a poem to accompany my artwork:

When hope is gone, when darkness has no end, there’s 
always a little bit of kindness to send - to give more 
happiness by the mile, all you need to do is give a smile.
Now that you know that when hope seems to go down 
the funnel, there’s always light at the end of the tunnel.

68
Nancy, age 9 
Robin Hood’s Oak Tree

Painting 

The tree is over 1000 years old and looks beautiful now 
spring is coming.

66
Sage, age 8 
Joy  

Oil pastels 

After learning about the artist Tarsila do Amaral I was 
inspired by all the bright colours and her use of shapes 
to make my picture. The background and the lady are 
on separate pieces of paper. I layered them to get the 
feeling that she is in the forefront. I called my picture ‘Joy’ 
as she makes me feel joyful because of the bright, bright 
colours of the fruit and the rich green hills. 

70
Charlie, age 9 
Jazz Dreams  

Drawing 

This picture is about a man playing the saxophone. My 
mum was listening to Miles Davis in our sitting room and 
I liked the music and wanted to put it into a drawing. I like 
the colours because they are very vibrant, like the music. 
I went for a simple background to contrast with the 
colours and bring out the other features of the drawing 
more. 

71
Youssef, age 9 
Old Youssef, Next Year  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

In our art club we have been talking about hope for the 
future. This is especially important after two years of 
Covid-19 and all of the disruptions and problems it has 
caused. I hope I look like this next year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

72
Collaboration, Class 5W, all aged 9 
Science and Art 

Painting 

We were inspired by Hilma af Klint to create a 
collaborative piece of art. When we observed her art, 
we noticed the links to maths and science and wanted 
to incorporate that into our piece. For example, we have 
written the completion date in roman numerals! 

 



75 
James, age 9 
Skull Life   

Pencil on paper  

What inspired me was still life artworks by the famous 
artist Paul Cézanne. I took a photo of a still life set up in 
the style of his artwork. 

73 
Argyll, age 9 
Upside-Down World  

Colouring pencils 

This picture is about two friends in the two different 
worlds looking at each other. The boy at the bottom is 
climbing up the ladder in a forest; the other boy at the top 
is sitting in a hammock at the beach. It is a sunny day in 
the picture. The boys looking at each other want to play 
together and introduce their own world. 

 

77
Ronan, age 9 
Castle   

Pencil and felt tips  

I learnt about 3D drawing in my art class and wanted to 
explore the theme of castles. We researched different 
types of castles and discussed the history, shapes and 
materials they were built from and what we liked about 
them. I built up my idea, working into the background and 
the foreground adding the bricks and windows last which 
really brought the piece alive. I feel really, really, really 
pleased with my first detailed 3D drawing of a castle 
from my imagination.

76 
Liyana, age 9 
Fruits on a Newspaper  

Watercolour paint on paper

74 
Arielle, age 9 
Me, Myself and I  

Mixed media 

This piece is a self-portrait. I chose the colours because I 
liked the galaxies and exploring space with my telescope. 
The colours represent me - purple, pink and blue. I chose 
myself rolling my eyes because it shows I am interested 
and thinking. 

  

78 
George, age 9 
Drawing Fugg  

Charcoal  

When I can’t draw, when it doesn’t go well and everything 
I do is not good enough, I get frustrated and angry. So, 
I decided to do a drawing showing how that feels, and 
strangely I really like it! I am epileptic and take meds to 
keep my seizures under control. I think they fugg up my 
brain a bit but maybe when I come off them I will draw 
how I used to and just enjoy the process of drawing 
again. 

  

79 
Barney, age 9 
Collage  

Metallic card 

I did a collage with silver, black and gold because they are 
my favourite colours. I love graphic shapes and I felt that 
using mirrored card would make my piece really stand 
out and give it a 3D effect. I also really enjoy the process 
of collaging.

80
Winter, age 9 
Peckhamplex  

Carbon paper print 

Year 4 has been working with the architecture education 
charity Our Hut, exploring the geography and history of 
Peckham High Street. 



83
Anabelle, age 9 
Fruit on a Table

Pencil on paper  

I was inspired by the artist Henri Matisse and his many 
fruit bowl drawings, so I created one in black and white 
instead of colour. 

81
Oliver, age 9 
Blossomed Protea  

Acrylic paint 

I’ve always liked nature and seen the beauty in the 
wilderness. I like to incorporate nature into my art and 
paint my interpretation of natural things. This was painted 
from a photograph. I mixed the colours to best match. 

85 
Kate, age 9 
The Streets of my Dream  

Poster paint on paper 

We painted pictures in the style of Giorgio de Chirico.

 

84 
Collaboration, Illustration Club, all aged 9
Emotional Rollercoaster: a post lockdown movie 

Pen and ink drawings made into an animation 

This piece is called ‘Emotional Rollercoaster: a post 
lockdown movie.’ Every character illustrates a particular 
emotion - disgust, shame, etc. The names of the 
contributors and their emotions are in the credits. Enjoy! 
(Sorry about all the puking, but that’s what the lockdowns 
did to us...)

82
Robin, age 9 
Self Portrait, December 2021

Prismacolour premier on Bristol paper 

I wanted to try a self-portrait as I had not really done 
one before. Although I have done mine in pencil, I 
really liked Vincent van Gogh’s way of using colour that 
shouldn’t really be there, but it looks good and right. I tried 
experimenting with this using yellow around the eyes 
and in the hair. I took a picture on my iPad and worked 
from that. It was early morning so that’s why my hair is all 
haywire!

86
Bethan, age 9 
Two Little Birds  

Painting 

I wanted to draw something bright and cheerful so I 
decided to draw two macaws on a branch - Bill and Bob. 

87
Bae-Rose, age 9 
I Remember (Self-Portrait)  

Oil paint on cartridge paper 

My inspiration: Flashbacks of when Dalphy AKA my 
granddad took me swimming with no armbands, and I 
couldn’t swim all because he doesn’t believe in them. He 
made me jump in, I felt so scared, but he forced me to, 
I did and it scarred me for life. Haven’t been swimming 
with him since.

88
Sophie, age 9 
Margary  

Soft pastels  

This is Margary the hat lady. At the moment she is 
modelling for a fashion magazine (I drew her in still life). 
She lives in the 1930s and she is the most popular 
fashion model. She first got into modelling when she was 
a young girl. 



92
Alice, age 10 
Granny’s Hill/Colmers  

Watercolour paint  

My painting is of the majestic Colmers Hill rising out of a 
sea of mist and fog like an island. I have been studying 
David Hockney at school and I love his use of vibrant 
colours. This painting is of a famous hill near Bridport in 
Dorset where my granny lives. Every year she walks up 
this hill for her birthday. I decided to paint the hill in the 
style of David Hockney as my granny admires his work. 

90
Tatiana, age 10 
Fruit on a Table  

Oil pastels 

This drawing is made with oil pastels. I love blending 
colours together.

94 
Ahlaam, age 10 
A Busy Day  

Collaged digital photographs  

We were learning about David Hockney, Hannah Höch 
and Sonia Delaunay. I have made a collage; I liked Sonia 
Delaunay’s work because you can easily get ideas by 
seeing how you feel. I moved things around and when I 
was happy with it I stuck it on. I like my artwork because it 
looks like there are lots of me. 

89
Ava, age 9 
Geometric Print  

Oil based printing ink 

After studying William Morris’s prints, I designed this 3 
layer reduction print. I love the larger pattern the repeat 
gives me and the cross created in the middle. I also like 
the fact that the black stands out against the primary 
colours to enhance my design. 

 

93
Catrin, age 10 
Two Heads are Better than One  

Air drying clay 

I did this Mayan-inspired sculpture at school. While 
making him he kind of grew another head out of some 
leftover clay! His second head is like his bad side telling 
him to do things he shouldn’t - ‘Stay in bed all day and be 
lazy. Eat that last piece of cake before anyone else does!’ 
That’s my idea of heaven!

91
Bethany, age 10 
Sea Scape 

Acrylic paint on card 

Bethany has CHARGE syndrome. She lives in a 
completely silent word, being profoundly deaf, and she is 
a kinaesthetic, visual learner. Painting enables Bethany to 
express her emotions through various media - so crucial 
when she can neither hear not speak. Bethany created 
this piece by blending acrylic paints to create the tonal 
sea and sky, as well as cardboard to create the grass. 
Bethany often uses art as a distraction from a chaotic 
and sensory overloading world that surrounds her.

95
Katinka, age 10 
The Lady and the Bag  

Acrylic paint, chalk and charcoal on canvas 

I chose this lady sitting on a stool from a picture in 
a magazine. I thought she looked interesting. I enjoy 
drawing and painting people and using contrasting and 
complementary colours.

96 
Sammy, age 10 
RhinoSerious  

Photograph 

I liked the lighting and thought the rhino looked 
miserable maybe because he is trapped.



100
Jack, age 10 
Wilf   

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This is a portrait of the dog we had called Wilf. I painted 
his portrait for my dad, because my dad loved Wilf very 
much.

98
Emilie, age 10 
Maybe my Brother has Covid-19  

Watercolour paint and fineliner  

My brother and I often take Covid-19 tests in the morning 
to make sure that we don’t give it to other people. My 
brother doesn’t like the process very much to be honest. 
This is him in front of our bathroom mirror. 
 
 

102
Sophia, age 10 
Self-Portrait  

Newspaper, journals, cards, magazines and old books 

I have decided to make a self-portrait in collage, allowing 
me to show a broader interpretation of the way I see 
myself. As I like to read and explore nature I have 
made the background out of ripped, old book pages 
and pictures of nature from gardening magazines. I 
always have an urge to look at myself from a different 
perspective, and now I have made that come true.

97
Clem, age 10 
Mum’s Hands  

Fabric, stuffing and beads 

My mum always says that her hands are her best tools. 
But what I like best about them are her rings, her nail 
varnish and holding them. I like to sew and thought this 
would be a challenge. My mum’s hands are not this big, 
but I am really happy with them. 

 

101
Laurie, age 10 
Man with Bird 

Black ink prints on white paper

I tried linocut printing and my grandad bought me the kit 
to try at his house. I cut them all by hand myself with the 
tools that came with the kit. Grandad had done printing 
before and helped me to learn how to spread the ink, 
press them and lift off the paper. I’m not sure which one I 
like best so I’ve put them together.

99
Daisy, age 10 
Spice Pots  

Stoneware clay 

Handmade pots for everyday use. These bowls have 
been made using a variety of hand-building techniques, 
mainly the pinching method. A lidded pinch pot and a salt 
& pepper pot with a spoon.  

103 
Maya, age 10 
Blue and Yellow  

Pencil and collage 

When I made this picture, I wanted to show what people 
were doing for Ukraine. The protest I had gone to really 
inspired me to make photos and use them for my 
drawing. I made the people black and white so that the 
Ukraine flags would stand out. On the left side of the 
drawing, I pictured myself to show that I was part of the 
protest and that I wanted to help Ukraine.

104
Emmy, age 10 
The Walrus of Winning and the  
Manatee of the Match  

Drawing 

I wanted to draw something funny, so I decided to do 
my dad and brother watching football with my soft toys. 
The manatee on my brother’s head is nicknamed the 
Manatee of the Match. We always bring her down when 
England is playing and we believe she makes us win. 
The Walrus of Winning helps us too because of his 
intimidating power of cuteness. I joke that he distracts 
the other team through the TV and lets England win.



108 
Olivia, age 10 
Lucy  

Charcoal on paper 

I wanted to explore charcoal in order to capture my little 
sister’s personality. I tried to show how she can be sweet, 
cheeky, and unique all at the same time.

106 
Leo, age 10 
My World  

Colouring pencils on paper 

This is me in my world.

110
Yu Yang, age 10 
The Flowers of Hope  

Hand printed lino cut print on paper 

I saw many children in Ukraine getting injured by bombs 
and shells sent by the Russians and many having to 
leave their homes and move to other countries. I decided 
to help them by creating this print to raise funds and 
donate it to UNICEF which provides support to children 
and families.

105 
Poppy, age 10 
Wild Wasp  

Painting 

I used a variety of mediums including crayon and paint.

109 
Twyla, age 10 
Autistic Super Powers

Watercolour paint and card on paper  

This is a painting of a secret garden in my mind. I have 
always kept a clear picture of what my secret garden 
would look like and it always comforts me. The garden 
house is inspired by Yayoi Kusama. I have based my work 
on my autism because I want other children who have 
autism to know it is ok. It just means you think differently. 
I think this work is special to me because it shows people 
how we think. 
 

107
Louis, age 10 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee...Or is it Yoga?

Procreate 

I wanted to do animation because I felt I could show and 
express more in that way than I could by drawing. I did 
stop-frame using Procreate. I loved seeing the individual 
pictures come to life. The bit I found the hardest was 
coming up with an idea for the film. My favourite part of 
the film-making process was adding the voiceovers and 
making it funny. I felt really proud once I saw the final 
animation finished!  

111 
Omar, age 10 
Going Under  

Mixed media 

Inspired by David Hockney’s work and a study of 
movement.

 

112 
Katherine, age 10 
The Autumn Morning  

Water based paint on paper  

I was inspired last autumn by this lovely scene in a park 
and wanted to try and capture the light coming through 
the leaves on the trees. 



116 
Braxton, age 10 
Back to the Beginning  

Video 

The inspiration was the idea (or wish) that there should 
be second chances to do things right and start over if you 
didn’t get things right the first time around. 

114 
Zoe, age 10 
Farmyard Fried Egg  

Watercolour paint  

I stayed on a farm with chickens and we had a cooked 
breakfast made with their eggs. It tasted so fresh and 
delicious! I wanted to remember the experience so I 
painted one of the eggs. 

 

118 
Joanna, age 11 
Early in the Morning   

Painting 

During lockdown and the pandemic, I realised how lonely 
everything looked. Busy places were empty and noisy 
places were silent. I went to the train station early in the 
morning and saw that it was empty except for a few 
people. 

113 
Addison, age 10 
Third Culture Kid  

Acrylic paint on canvas and photos added on Photoshop  

This is about my life as a third culture kid. I am mixed-
race British Nigerian but have grown up in Tanzania, 
Kenya, Egypt and I now live in England. This picture is 
about everything that I experience and love in my life. 
 
 

117 
Wilf, age 10 
The Trev Brothers 

Fabric and felt 

I created Little Trev in lockdown during an online 
workshop. I then had the opportunity to make a monster 
for the Nether Edge Festival, so I used Little Trev as 
inspiration and created his much bigger brother. I hung 
Big Trev out of my window during the festival so everyone 
could see him when they walked or drove past. I love 
them both and they keep me company in my bedroom.
 

115 
Amber, age 10 
A Scottish Landscape  

Drawing 

I was inspired by the world around me and the colours I 
see everywhere. 

 

119 
Amelia, age 11 
Landscape with Three Birds  

Soft pastels and Japanese ink 

Amelia created this mixed media artwork by blending soft 
pastels and applying Japanese ink. Her joy at achieving 
this simple design was clear as this was her first attempt 
at using the ink. 

120 
Marius, age 11 
Boxed In  

Acrylic paint on pizza boxes 

We had pizza during lockdown and the boxes  
were all I had for painting. 
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123 
Ming Sun, age 11 
Autism and Me  

Clay  

This piece represents what it feels like to have autism. 
Sometimes I feel that everyone else knows the rules and 
I don’t which can make me feel really confused and sad, 
like an alien. I am also very sensitive to sounds and smells 
which is why I have put big ears and a nose on me. I hope 
this helps people understand what it can be like for me.
 

121 
Ally, age 11 
Self-Portrait  

Charcoal and pencil on paper 

I pulled a funny face and drew myself. I like the humour in 
my drawing. It makes people smile. 

 

125 
Anna, age 11 
The Pineapple of Imagination   

Oil pastels and colouring pencils on paper 

This is a piece of surreal art inspired by Salvador DalÍ, 
a famous Surrealist who created many extraordinary 
pictures. I chose to use a pineapple, but instead of 
pineapple leaves, I decided to draw art materials as well 
as flowers and leaves. Every aspect of it represents me 
and who I am. I love creating pieces like this because 
they unleash my imagination onto the paper, allowing me 
to show what is hidden in the depths of my mind. 
 
 

124 
Oskar, age 11 
Here Comes the Kickflip  

Painting 

This is me, the feeling of determination mixed with a 
sense of freedom and taking off into the air when I try to 
do a kickflip when I’m skateboarding. I wanted to focus 
just on my legs, the board, and the landscape around. It’s 
the moment when you have to trust your legs and psyche 
yourself up to do this difficult move. I wanted it to feel full 
of movement and excitement.

 

122 
Rosa, age 11 
My World  

Posca pens on a circular canvas 

During the past year we have been at home a lot, so the 
things around me have become very familiar. I see the 
same things every day. I have made a drawing of all the 
important things and objects to me, so I can remember 
this time in the future. 

 

126 
Woo, age 11 
Hungry Seagull   

Photograph 

I placed the mobile phone down on the beach and left 
some food on the phone. The seagull came down to eat 
the food.

127
Gabriel, age 11 
Mummy  

Colouring pencils on cartridge paper 

I envisioned how my mum would look when she is old, 
so when she goes, I would never forget what she looked 
like. The same hands that I hold are the same hands that 
work so hard for my education, put food in my mouth and 
a roof over my head. 
 

128 
Aoife, age 11 
Hiding   

Photograph 

I love taking photos of my dog Ella. I was playing around 
with the effects on a phone and discovered this particular 
one. I thought that Ella would suit it. I like this photo in 
particular as it looks as if she is hiding behind her ear. 



130 
Ayaanah, age 11 
Hijaby Girl  

Ink 

I made this work from a photo a friend took of me. It’s a 
monoprint which I then coloured with inks. My colourful 
hijab inspired me to show everyone not to be ashamed of 
who they are and what they believe in.

132
Collaboration, Year 6, all aged 11 
Identity Flag   

Textiles, strings and paper  

The children were inspired by the question ‘What is 
identity?’ We had a discussion and shared our ideas 
about our cultures, where we come from, race and LGBT. 
The children then chose a textile square each to create a 
symbol of their identity. They used glue or sewing to add 
things onto their squares. We assembled the squares as 
a wall hanging. The children are very proud of this work!

131 
Lucet, age 11 
A Day in the City  

Pencil on paper 

Experience a jam-packed city from a bird’s-eye view.

129 
Oliver, age 11 
The Station Master’s View  

Pen 

During lockdown, I attended my mum’s online lessons 
as she taught her own class. In one of them she taught 
‘perspective’ which I really enjoyed. At first, I drew a street 
scene but then settled on a train track. I prefer country 
scenes, and black and white makes it look like a page 
from an artist’s sketchbook. The empty train track mirrors 
the isolation of the station master as he works. Every day 
he stares down the track wondering where he might go. 

133 
Hajrah, age 11 
Gazing  

Acrylic paint on board 

This work was about someone’s loneliness. They are 
looking out for something even though their home is 
comfortable.

 

134 
Olivia, age 11 
A Night in the Underground  

Pencil, carbon paper and watercolour paint 

As Henry Moore drew people sheltering in the 
underground during the Blitz in WW2, I made this 
drawing mostly in greys, representing the darkness of 
that difficult time. Then I decided to add a little colour 
to show the warmth people must have felt as they 
supported each other.

135 
Noemie, age 11 
Friendship  

Mono print, inks and oil pastels

My artwork was inspired by friendship. I wanted to 
include colour which I felt would represent the strength of 
strong relationships. This picture is based on a picture of 
my friend and me. I tried to make the painting bright and 
colourful, representing the feelings that are commonly 
felt whilst with a person who you enjoy the company of.

 

136 
Heidi, age 11 
Innsbruck  

Acrylic paint on canvas  

When my family and I were on holiday in Innsbruck, I took 
a photo of the colourful buildings across the river, in front 
of the mountains. I painted from the photo, enjoying trying 
to match the range of colours as best I could. I took the 
photo because I love working with bright colours and 
the city really inspired me to try and capture the light 
across the landscape. I loved the contrast of the brightly 
coloured buildings against the monochrome mountains. 
 



138
Youssef, age 11 
Study of Heart and Head  

Mixed media 

Art inspired by a study of Frida Kahlo’s art, especially 
The Two Fridas and Memory, the Heart. We explored 
the symbolism of hearts for Kahlo and for ourselves. In 
science, we dissected actual lamb hearts, which helped 
us explore the heart on an emotional and physical level 
and we included that experience in our work.

 

140
Charlotte, age 11 
Reflections  

Acrylic paint and oil pastels 

My artwork is based on the word ‘reflections’. It was 
inspired by the Obon Festival - a festival of remembrance 
where you float lanterns in memory of those who have 
passed away.

139
Manha, age 11 
My Bangladeshi Pets   

Mixed media  

A tribute to my Bangladeshi pets.

 

 

137 
Felix, age 11 
The Temple on the Mountain of Gods  

3D diorama with cotton wool clouds, matchstick temple 
and wire trees

This is a really big mountain with a temple on top. It’s a 
diorama. I did it because I felt like it, even when I was told 
it would be hard work. I am happy I finished it because it 
was hard work.

141
Jon, age 11 
Fear  

Ink, wax resist and pen 

I was thinking about what’s happened in history around 
the world, but it is still so relevant today.

 

142
Eden, age 11 
Eden  

Painting 

I love sunflowers and thought I would paint them in an 
abstract style.

143 
Shalomie, age 11 
Night Terrors  

Print 

A wave of sadness, guilt and dismay washes over the 
depressing land of night terrors. It was hard to cut the 
lines and the mistakes help to make this feeling.

 
 

144
Rohaan, age 11 
Journey to School   

Painting 

This painting is inspired by a study of Japanese scroll 
paintings I learnt about at school. It is to be viewed right 
to left and depicts a combination of various photos taken 
of my journey from home to school by train. When I 
started secondary school this year, travelling by train was 
a new thing for me and I found looking out of the window 
was a very interesting way to spend the time.



147
Dalibor, age 12 
My Perspective  

Printed images 

Dalibor was born with complex needs, cerebral palsy 
and multi-sensory impairment. He is profoundly deaf 
and visually impaired. An artistic boy who loves to take 
images of his favourite places and manipulate them, 
Dalibor gives us his perspective of his surroundings, 
encouraging us to see the world through his impaired 
eyes. This is Dalibor’s response to one of his favourite 
places because it has so many traffic lights. 

146
Weronika, age 12 
Fluffy and Ginger  

Pencil on sketching paper 

This is a sketch of my two pet guinea pigs I drew, based 
off of a photo I took about a year ago of them peering 
out of their cage.

 

145 
Leela, age 12 
Wednesday 

Acrylic paint, tissue, gloss, pastel and ink on canvas 

Wednesday is a large mixed media canvas showing 
how I was feeling on the Wednesday that it was created. 
It depicts my mood and the emotions that I wanted to 
share. As a young autistic artist, my main reason for 
making art is to try to invite people into my visual world 
and to make sense of my own emotional life.

 
 
 

148
Kyla, age 12 
Seashells  

Watercolour paint  

I was very happy to be able to go to the beach with my 
family for New Year’s Day 2022. The sky and the sea 
blended together really well and I wanted to recreate 
that so I used a picture my family took of my sister 
and I hunting for seashells to guide me. I love using 
watercolour because even though it seems like my 
pictures are always going wrong when I am painting 
them, I really like how they turn out when they are dry.

149
Vinnie, age 12 
Roast Dinner  

Sculpture 

My favourite food is roast chicken! I looked around my 
house and found lots of different objects to make my 
sculpture. I used bleach bottles, fabric detergent bottles, 
string for the yorkshire puddings and an egg carton for 
potatoes. I used candles for peas and Sharpie pens for 
carrots. It was 100% fun to make!
 

151 
Leo, age 12 
Blue Note  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

After I discovered the Blue Note jazz artists of the 20th 
century, I was inspired to capture the creative mind of a 
jazz composer pondering their next creation. The half-
formed ideas in their head, the spark of a musical idea, is 
represented by the fluid, energetic paint marks. 

150
Freya, age 12 
Turbines 

Watercolour paint  

I was inspired by the beach where I live and the colours in 
the sea and sky. It was a first test of using watercolours 
and I really enjoyed it.  
 

152
Emma, age 12 
My World  

Fabric transfer and stitching  

I made this textile piece in design. I was inspired by 
the stained-glass windows in York Minster. I wanted to 
include elements of my life and also my school badge 
logo. I used fabric crayons and stitching. I was also 
inspired by the textile artist Sarah Dodd.
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153 
Marcus and Mubashir, aged 12 
Football Player Sculpture   

Acrylic paint on clay with a wire structure 

We are both football enthusiasts and decided to base our 
project on football. We first decided to make a football 
pitch, but after numerous attempts, we decided to make 
a football player instead. We came to a collective decision 
to use clay, with wire for internal support, and spent hours 
working on this sculpture - it took us weeks to make. The 
sculpture broke several times, but we finally managed to 
make a football player that could stand without support.  

155
Henry, age 12 
Growing Plastic, Shrinking Habitat  

Clear plastic and wire filled with household recycling 

We learned about polar bear habitat loss due to climate 
change. The model is made of wire and clear film and 
is filled with a week’s worth of our family’s household 
recycling waste. The recycling is visible through the 
model to illustrate how the actions of each family can 
make a difference to climate change and to the polar 
bears.

154 
Janina, age 12 
Let’s Party!  

Watercolour paint and fineliner

I like to draw political cartoons which are fun and 
controversial.

156
Isabella, age 12 
Farm Life  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

I chose a chicken because I thought it was fun and 
different. I first did the print on canvas then used acrylic 
paints for colouring it in. It means fun and laughter to me 
and makes me smile.

157
Ella, age 12 
Fantasy Ceramic Building  

Ceramic 

My ceramic building is inspired by the work of 
Friedensreich Hundertwasser. I loved all of the bright 
colours he used and all of the strange and non-
symmetrical shapes. I also enjoyed making this clay 
house because I could do whatever I imagined without 
having to stick to the rules. 

159
Leon, age 12 
Coming Home  

Watercolour paint on watercolour paper  

This illustration represents my passion for vintage aircraft. 
I also love spies, detectives and agents in general. This 
scene is set in a Scandinavian harbour in 1929. Look 
at all the hustle and bustle. The pilot is flying into the 
harbour that he calls home. This means a lot to me 
because it is the first time I have drawn a plane with such 
detail. 

158
Cyan, age 12 
Circle of Colour  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

Painted at random, showing the enjoyment of painting. 
This piece shows the artist’s dedication and passion for 
her art and creativity.

 

160
Ivy, age 12 
In My Mind

Painting 

I decided to do this abstract piece because it’s based 
on me. I did it because it’s sort of a crazy picture related 
to my mind and I love doing abstract because I can just 
express myself.



161 
Ava, age 12 
My Granddad  

Acrylic paint 

Portrait of my granddad inspired by Kehinde Wiley’s work. 
My granddad came to England from Jamaica in 1962 as 
part of the Windrush generation. He married my English 
grandmother and raised her three children as his own. 
The picture shows the juxtaposition of a Jamaican man 
living in a female dominated, feminine English home.
 

163
Richman, age 13 
Personality Split  

Photograph 

Using my graphics skills from art, I created this picture 
to show what I understand about personality disorder. 
I created two personalities, the one on the left is the 
fashion, style and love part. The one on the right is anger, 
curiosity and aggressiveness. In the middle is the main 
body whose personalities are combined to make peace. 
It is basically a personality split.

 

162
Anthony, age 13 
The Faces we Wear  

Open source 3D software Blender 

Sometimes we all want to be someone else, some of us 
just try too hard. A piece inspired by Ed Gein’s “works”. 

 

164 
Martha, age 13 
Fantastical Realism  

Pencil on paper  

This piece was an assignment I had to do at school. 
You had to choose segments of individual statues from 
around the world and piece them together to make one 
statue. I loved the idea of using Yoda’s (from Star Wars) 
head to contrast between fantasy and reality. I am not an 
artist and I don’t feel it is my strong point but I thought I’d 
submit just to see what could come out of it.
 

165
Katy, age 13 
Doorway  

Watercolour paint and acrylic paint on paper 

The idea of the painting just popped into my head and I 
decided that to understand the emotion behind the figure 
I should paint it. It inspired me to be a bit happier about 
life and to be more optimistic because I didn’t want to 
end up like the figure in the painting; to be a lost soul 
being guided out of the bleak present to the brighter 
future.

166
Sahan, age 13 
My Identity  

Carbon monoprint 

Through careful observation and application of drawing 
techniques such as side pencil, this monoprint is the 
outcome of a project on the self-portrait. Inspired by 
identity, this carbon monoprint was created by using 
a range of mark-making techniques to communicate 
texture, such as cross-hatching, directional line and 
scumbling. The shadows and highlights of the artwork 
were created through careful observation and varying 
pressure of the pencil. 

167
Maria, age 13 
The Barbed Wire Barrier  

Watercolour paint

A view from Carey, Co. Antrim representing my 
experience of lockdown. Lush green fields and the 
tranquil ocean may be just over the fence but are out of 
reach. The blackened forms of Ballycastle and Rathlin 
represent distant voids as they were out of bounds 
across the water. Barbed wire symbolises the painful 
spectre of Covid-19 slicing through the landscape while 
fencing barriers keep livestock in, just as we were kept in 
during lockdown. 

 

168
Harry, age 13 
Colours of Eden  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

When I created this artwork I felt happy and creative. 
I was inspired by bright colours and rainforests around 
the world.

 



169 
Benji, age 13 
Surrealist Hybrid Animal  

Watercolour paint  

I created my hybrid animal by combining a sunflower with 
a bat. When choosing a surreal setting I chose a pinboard 
image from a magazine, with lots of items attached. Then 
I suggested that the animal was also pinned to the board.

170
Eve, age 13 
Performance  

Painting 

This painting represents how it feels to mask your 
feelings and simply try and get by in society every day 
for some people with mental health issues. You feel you 
can’t always see clearly. Everything appears bright and 
beautiful on the outside but it’s an act and a facade if 
you’re struggling inside. 

 

171
Sara, age 13 
The 1970s  

Air drying clay, acrylic paint and found objects 

The inspiration for this piece was the themes and 
aesthetics from the 1970s, possibly even the 1980s, 
during what was considered the ‘disco era’. The piece 
also features many vibrant or retro looking colours and 
patterns which were quite popular at the time. 
 

174
Rose, age 13 
Veronika  

Acrylic paint 

This is my painting of a woman in Ukraine who has just 
had a baby girl named Veronika. The hospital has been 
bombed by the Russian army because they are trying 
to invade Ukraine. I think that this painting symbolises 
the courage that the Ukrainian people have and what 
they are having to face. I hope this painting will show the 
bravery and perseverance of the people in Ukraine as 
they strive for peace.

 

173
Jared, age 13 
Gill’s Ice Cream Truck  

Pencil and pen 

I love drawing and I’m always doodling. This picture is a 
mix of what I look at when I’m out on the street in London 
- people, faces, buildings and bits thrown on the floor. I 
wish we had more ice cream vans in London so I made 
my own eco ice cream truck which runs on ice-cream. I 
was practising drawing perspective which I learned from 
reading tons of comics and drawing books I pick up at 
charity shops. 

175 
Zane, age 13 
John  

Pen and ink 

John is a ghost from another past. He looks like a child 
because he died in a car crash as a boy

172
Leo, age 13 
The Starling Theatre  

Photograph 

I love the Starling murmuration in Brighton, and I thought 
it was a perfect opportunity to capture a photo. I chose to 
shoot in black and white as I think it brings your attention 
to the main subject as sometimes colour can distract you 
from what the photographer intended you to focus on. I 
love this photo because it amazes me how Starlings work 
together to create abstract shapes, and the gloomy misty 
sea brings the whole piece together.

176
Audrey, age 13 
Selfie!  

Digital  

Selfie with my friend, inspired by Cindy Sherman.



177 
Benjamin, age 13 
Brutalist Architecture  

Cardboard 

Experimental sculpture using cardboard with no glue. 
Based on brutalist architecture. 

178
Oliver, age 13 
Felt Landscape  

Felted wool 

This is a landscape inspired by a Vincent van Gogh 
exhibition I went to with my art class. I used a wet felting 
technique to make this felt landscape. It was the first time 
I have ever done it. 

179
Stephen, age 13 
Felt Landscape  

Felted wool 

This is a landscape inspired by Vincent van Gogh. I went 
to an exhibition of his work with school. I used a wet 
felting technique to make this felt landscape. I tried hard 
to layer and blend the colours to create subtle effects. It 
was the first time I have ever done it. 

181
Lilyann, age 13 
Felt Landscape  

Felted wool 

This is a landscape inspired by a Vincent van Gogh 
exhibition I went to with my school. I wanted to show the 
colours and shapes of a summer day. 

  

180
Ebony, age 13 
Felt Landscape  

Felted wool 

We went to a Vincent van Gogh exhibition with school. 
I really liked the work I saw. I made this landscape from 
felted wool. I tried to blend the different coloured wool to 
create an interesting landscape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

182
Natasha-Louise, age 13 
Felt Landscape  

Felted wool 

This is a landscape inspired by a Vincent van Gogh 
exhibition I went to with my school. I tried to use colours 
for a pretty landscape like one I saw at the exhibition. 

183
Alice, age 13 
The Attack of the Cats  

Watercolour paint on paper 

This piece is a cats/modern day/apocalypse mash-up. 
It is a watercolour and my inspiration for this piece is 
my love of cats and never quite knowing what their true 
intentions are. Perhaps world domination even, who 
knows?

184
Indie, age 13 
Stanley  

Acrylic paint 

This is an acrylic painting I did for my grandma. It is 
inspired by her pet cat Stanley, whom she loves dearly. 
During the lockdowns she had to shield because she 
was vulnerable and Stanley kept her sane (or not)…



185
Eva, age 13 
Red Dress  

Acrylic paint and recycled textiles  

This is a mixed media portrait of me and my mum when 
I was 3 years old. This is from a series that I have been 
working on inspired by the work of Derrick Adams, who 
is an African American artist. I like his work because of 
his use of colour and textiles depicting everyday family 
life at leisure. 

188
Zoe, age 13 
Trees  

Acrylic paint on tree trunk 

My dad was chopping down a tree to use for the fire. I 
found a small slice and wondered what it would be like 
to paint on. I love acrylics and I love painting scenery and 
nature, so I decided to paint trees.

186
Martina, age 13 
Abstract Form  

Ceramic 

Textured and symmetrical ceramic piece.

187
Karla, age 13 
Landscape   

Pencil 

In this picture I only used pencil to create lots of different 
textures and tones. I live in London but this drawing is a 
view similar to Vincent van Gogh. I enjoyed drawing this 
because it was quite relaxing and fun to watch all the 
different shapes and areas forming. It was really nice to 
see the world from someone else’s point of view. 
 

190 
Sammy, age 14 
Halo  

Printing, painting and collage  

Inspired by the work of Kehinde Wiley, I developed a 
self-portrait inspired by the Mona Lisa. I have autism 
and enjoy being creative. I liked the idea of myself as 
an Italian lady from the medieval period. I like how her 
hairband looks like a halo, representing an angel learning 
to fly. The background is made of a heart pattern. Cupid 
is the Roman god of love so, I thought it was quite fitting 
to use a heart in background as the symbol of love. I used 
colours that excited me. 

189
Poppy, age 14 
Swingin’ Sam  

Acrylic paint on board 

My painting was created during lockdown in response to 
the death of my budgie, Swingin’ Sam. I didn’t have much 
schoolwork to begin with so I found myself doing art in 
the garden shed whilst my mum and brother did their 
work. I began by painting pebbles using some acrylics 
which I had for my birthday. I then started to paint bigger 
pictures on canvas and MDF, including this one on board. 

191
Wasy, age 14 
Bollywood Star  

Printing, painting and collage 

Inspired by the work of Kehinde Wiley, I developed a 
self-portrait inspired by a Bollywood Star. I have autism 
and enjoy being creative. I chose to use colours in the 
background which I find exciting. Orange and green. I 
developed a pattern in the background from a study of an 
orange fruit because it was bright and vibrant. By adding 
colour to the portrait, I have made myself look very bold 
and glamorous, like a Bollywood Star.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

192 
Allassane, age 14 
King of Diamonds  

Printing, painting and collage 

Inspired by the work of Kehinde Wiley, I developed a self-
portrait inspired by Henry VIII. I have autism and enjoy 
being creative. My background pattern was designed 
using the idea that diamonds are expensive and they 
glow. Henry VIII was one of the most important monarchs 
in English history. I have developed myself into the 
King of Diamonds. I used a lot of yellow in my painting 
because it puts me in a good mood.



193 
Thomas, age 14 
Quadriptych  

Acrylic paint on canvas  

This painting is a result of many layers of fluid paint 
being poured into a cup, flipped onto the canvas, tilted 
and stretched across a surface. The paint records layer 
after layer of movement, leaving mysterious forms and 
transparent whispers of colour. The resulting paintings 
are an encounter between process, chance and the 
artist’s decision-making actions.

194
Samuel, age 14 
Sunset  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

I’m a big fan of Mark Rothko, and I’m mad about maths, 
so I’ve been doing various artworks, working with 
geometric shapes and Rothko’s idea of shapes and 
colours floating on top of each other. ‘Sunset’ is my latest 
one, and I’m quite pleased with it.

196
Aisha, age 14 
The Fall of Gurjang   

Oil paint on canvas 

This work depicts a war method used by the Mongols 
during the rule of the Mongol Empire involving the 
breaking of dams in order to flood land, so that it could 
be redrawn on their maps. The city of Gurjang was one of 
the very few examples of this ancient war method.

197
Unity, age 14 
Choosing Yourself  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This painting symbolises a need to get better, despite the 
pain that might cause. We must always choose ourselves.

195
Abby, age 14 
Sunset  

Acrylic paint on card 

This was inspired by a photograph that I had taken near 
Glasgow Airport of the sunset. I really liked the colours 
of the sky when I took the photograph and I wanted to 
capture this in my painting.

198
Ethan and Sej, aged 14 
Inside the Mind of a Genius  

Digital  

This image shows the mind of a genius. There are various 
strange objects such as a discoloured police chicken 
and a penguin in a rocket, which shows that a genius’s 
thoughts may appear strange to others.

199 
Lottie, age 14 
Untitled  

Ink and hand-cut foam blocks on paper 

I chose to create this block print from a simple word: 
Help. I wanted to explore not only the shapes that all the 
letters make within each block, but also how one single 
word can express so many things that affect all of us.

200
Faith, age 14 
Sky  

Photograph 

I did this on holiday.



201 
Lucy, age 14 
Orange Chair  

Photograph 

Poor wee flipped over chair.

202
Islay, age 14 
Cheesy Birthday   

Photograph 

This photograph is a play on cheesy birthdays and how 
your birthdays can be cheesy as you get older and you 
don’t want the fuss.

204 
Scarlett, age 14 
Divided  

Crayons de couleur

When I am making my drawings, my entire focus is on 
them. This piece is divided; nine colours split it into four 
groups. It is very important that the purple is in the bottom 
right corner. Silver and gold are shiny and whenever you 
have gold, you must have silver - they basically are the 
Yin and Yang of colours. I drew this picture because I was 
bored of working with other shapes. I’m not always bored.

203
E, age 14 
Book of Life  

Book and cress 

My inspiration for doing this was I had been looking at 
pictures of Chernobyl and other abandoned buildings 
and manmade structures. I think it is interesting the way 
things like abandoned books get reclaimed by nature, 
and even though humans can’t see a way to live and 
carry on, nature always finds a way to thrive. Nature is 
relentless whereas human nature is single minded and 
always goes the easy way. 

205
Jennifer, age 15 
Sleeping Summer  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

Following a series of sleepless nights in the summer 
holidays, I was compelled to document how I felt and 
what I saw whilst trying to rest. I was inspired by the quiet 
streets outside and by fleeting thoughts that came and 
went. These feelings and thoughts would become hazy 
and hard to remember once I had woken up late in the 
afternoon. To illustrate this sense of distance, I wanted to 
lean towards a more surreal and dream-like style.

206 
Isabelle, age 15 
Spoons  

Photograph 

I have explored the idea of cutlery being enclosed in 
packaging rather than the food they would cut up. The 
spoons are a curved shape rather, a knife would have 
given the impression of danger. I preferred the organic 
shapes of spoons it corresponds with the organic nature 
of food. There is a sinister element to the image through 
my use of lighting and colours. I feel this atmosphere 
makes the viewer question what the objects are.

207
Libby, age 15 
Under the Sea   

Textile 

This piece was inspired by the theme of saving the ocean 
and using recycled materials in my classroom from old 
clothing and plastics. I used a variety of mixed media 
techniques to create my textile piece which includes 
needle felting, and hand stitching. 

208
Sara, age 15 
Body   

Wearable soft sculpture 

This is an exploration of body and gender. As a non-
binary person, I have a complicated relationship with my 
body. I find it difficult to manoeuvre in a world that only 
sees black and white, when there is a fluid gradient of 
colour. My artwork is a celebration of that spectrum. 
In the UK today, non-binary gender identities are still not 
legally recognised. Within an increasingly transphobic 
environment, actions need to be taken by everyone, 
because trans rights are human rights.



209 
James, age 15 
Moving City  

Red pen on paper 

I drew small sections at a time, and it grew and 
developed gradually. It felt like a doodle rather than a 
proper drawing. I imagined a whole world inside the city- 
the residents’ daily lives, the engines and wheels moving, 
the noise created by the different parts interacting, how 
it traverses varied landscapes and what it uses for fuel. 
In doing so, I recalled and incorporated distinct urban 
landmarks into the framework of the machine to make 
the city recognisable.

210 
Dragos, age 15 
Surface   

Photograph 

Inspired by an abandoned house, this image shows 
different parts of the broken-down walls, wallpaper and 
metal. I have set it up in this collage style to give it an 
abstract feel, as the colours contrast each other. I layered 
images together in Photoshop and cut them out in a 
swirly pattern so they all curve towards the centre. I like 
the juxtaposition of colour and texture in each of the 
sections.

 
 

212 
Jay, age 16 
Cultural Appropriation  

Paper, acrylic paint, pen, pencil and collage 

For my GCSE I chose to study cultural appropriation in 
modern media, fashion and popular culture. I created a 
triptych with the central image being a culmination of 
the other two. I studied the religious painter Giotto and 
current fashion icon, Takashi Murakami. I merged my 
combined image over a collage of culturally appropriated 
images from magazines and gave my figure a halo of 
American money. I intentionally used mixed media to 
reflect the merging of genres, religions and cultures.

211
Michael, age 15 
Mr Woodpecker  

Ink on paper 

Michael is a prolific artist who has autism. He produces 
100’s of drawings each month.

213
Nicholas, age 16 
War Child  

Clay 

I have been inspired by photographs of children 
whose lives have been torn apart by war. This ceramic 
form stares directly at the viewer with a blank, 
resigned expression, questioning the reasoning of his 
incomprehensible situation. I drew inspiration from 
Magdalene Odundo and Henry Moore. After sculpting 
the hollow clay form of the boy, I covered it with terra 
sigillata and burnished it, then I coloured the piece with a 
metallic salts wash, and saggar fired with wood shavings.

214
Alistair, age 16 
Self Study 

Lino print 

While making this portrait I wanted to improve my cutting 
techniques, varying thick and thin lines to show highlights 
and shadows, as well as leaving some areas solid to allow 
the colour to be more prominent. I used different marks 
to separate for foreground and background, allowing the 
intricate cutting to be more visible. I wanted to represent 
how I’ve used music and studying during lockdowns to 
forget about the stress and worries. 

215
Oli, age 16 
Easy Care 

Cardboard and wire 

Three plants made of cardboard as part of a recycling 
project. I like the thought that these plants will be easy 
to look after and like other plants will leave no impact on 
the environment when they are no longer wanted as they 
can be recycled.

216
Cameron, age 16 
A Reflection of Morocco  

Painting 

Following a holiday to Morocco I was inspired by the 
beauty and complexity of the cuisine and the traditional 
pots and tagines still used commonly despite their origins 
as early as the 9th century. This acrylic painting was 
constructed during the pandemic using only the primary 
colours and white. Unfortunately, I was unable to finish it 
due to time constraints, but I managed to complete the 
focus: the teapot. 
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217 
Julia, age 16 
In the Garden  

Painting 

I chose to use a garden theme since I have many fond 
memories relating to the garden. From growing tomatoes 
with my grandad to gifting young onion plants to my 
neighbours, gardening is something that has played a 
meaningful role in my life. The simplicity of the shapes 
reflects the simple pleasures of watching a plant grow 
under my care, and the brightness of the colours 
represent the joy gardening has brought to me. 

 

218
Thea, age 16 
Organised Chaos  

Acrylic paint and gouache paint on canvas with added 
gold leaf 

Organised Chaos is how I would describe a disco ball. 
Many broken pieces of glass fit together to make a disco 
ball. The colourful, careless background met with the 
neat, detailed disco ball is what I would call organised 
chaos. I was inspired to make this painting because 
I believe in the most chaotic of times, we can still pull 
together to make something beautiful: our very own 
disco ball. 

220
Elliott, age 16 
Fat and Blue  

Watercolour paint on cardboard 

I created Fat and Blue as a simple experiment with some 
new watercolour paints I got last November. The result 
was a melty, blotchy, blue face. The dripping paint, on a 
ripped piece of cardboard from an Amazon purchase, 
gives a sense of uneasiness, which I happen to like.

219
Matilda, age 16 
The Faceless  

Acrylic paint on canvas and hand embroidery 

This canvas depicts a line of prisoners in striped 
concentration camp uniforms. They are rendered even 
more powerless and faceless by my application of hand 
stitched blocks of colour over their heads. This mixed 
media painting was inspired by the work of Maurizio 
Anzeri. I have been exploring people within society who 
are disadvantaged or marginalised. This piece reflects 
on an historic period of oppression where human life 
was devalued, and personalities were removed from 
individuals. 

 
 
 

221
Scarlett, age 16 
Sirren and the Owls  

Steel plate etching 

This etching was inspired by folklore. The character I 
created called Sirren is the Spirit of Winter. He speaks to 
the owls who perch on his shoulders and holds a bag of 
seeds for the following spring (or magic, who knows?). I 
love the idea that there’s more in the world than just what 
we see. This particular spirit wanders the landscape in 
Midwinter and his fragile and bare body is similar to the 
cold and leafless trees.

222
Leah, age 16 
Woodland Wanderer  

Sculpey clay on wire armature with acrylic paint 

I was investigating the theme of nature and the 
wilderness when I decided to create my own woodland 
creature. I developed my design by taking images of 
my parents and distorting them digitally. I made a wire 
armature to attach the hands, feet and head. I used 
wadding and bandages to bulk out the body and painted 
the face, hands and feet with acrylic paint. Finally, using a 
sewing machine, I made clothes and a cross body bag for 
my character.

223 
Steven, age 16 
Spring Flowers  

Oil pastels on paper

We went outside and found pots filled with nearly 
bloomed daffodils, planted by the school gardening club 
earlier on in the year. Then, we sat in the art room with 
the doors open to the garden, and Steven created this 
artwork inspired by spring flowers. 

224
Fionn, age 16 
Hard at Work   

Block printing ink, acrylics, spray paint and air brush 

The theme for the GCSE exam this year was ‘combine.’ I 
have a great interest in joinery and decided to draw tools 
and explore various printmaking techniques, inspired 
by the work of Jim Dine and Banksy. I created a large 
monoprint and combined it with a mixed media border, 
inspired by Jackson Pollock and Banksy. 



225 
Madeleine, age 16 
Cause and Effect   

Oil pastels 

This painting highlights the selfishness in self-indulgence. 
It is a comment on how your actions and pleasure will 
affect those around you, positively or negatively. 

226
Eve, age 16 
Nature Escaping  

Watercolour paint and white fine liner pen 

The theme for this piece is related to the idea of nature 
escaping. It follows the concept of plants and roots being 
constrained and how they are escaping the restraints 
of the glass. This symbolises the restraints of nature 
in modern day society, and how plants and roots are 
fighting against the synthetic environment they have 
come to live within. I am inspired by botanical illustrators 
and have liked researching the forms of plants and roots 
in a scientific and comprehensive way.

228
Scarlet, age 17 
Urban Spaces  

Digital printing onto fabric and quilting  

This piece is inspired by the urban scenes around 
Brighton and streetwear fashion. This is where my idea 
of making an ankle-length coat came from. I started 
by editing and compiling my own textile samples and 
photography, this was then printed onto fabric. When 
quilted, the stitching creates this beautiful continuous line 
across the whole garment. During the process of making 
the coat, I made it reversible to highlight not only the 
collaged fabric but also the quilting stitching beneath. 

227
Emily, age 17 
3 Birds in Blue   

Acrylic paint on canvas  

This artwork is based on a photograph I took in 2018, in 
which I manipulated the colours in editing software and 
created this limited colour palette painting. 

229
Theo, age 17 
The Beekeepers 

Clay coated in gold leaf 

This sculpture was inspired by the eerie attire of 1500’s 
beekeepers, in particular a drawing by Pieter Bruegel 
the Elder called The Beekeepers and the Birdnester. I 
also took ideas from the Modernist sculptures of Lynn 
Chadwick in the 1900’s, and from the gold filigree 
aesthetic of old churches in my local area. I tried to use 
the modern sculptural style to reimagine the haunting 
and medieval atmosphere of Bruegel’s original drawing. 
The sculpture was photographed on a church altar.

230
Umar, age 17 
The State Of Being 

Video 

Cinematic spoken word poetry symbolising a craving for 
freedom. The state of being.

231
Jamie, age 17 
Downtime  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

I loved the shadowy atmosphere that the shard of light 
from the heater above us created.

232
Kikelomo, age 17 
Twins  

Acrylic paint on board 

A portrait of me and my twin sister as children.
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233
Tino, age 17 
Quiet Corners  

Photograph 

This piece of work is from a series called ‘Quiet Corners’. 
I have explored the urban landscape in Manchester 
seeking solitude. 

234
Ben, age 17 
Architectural Form  

Collagraph print 

This is one of a set of collagraph reliefs exploring the 
abstract qualities of formal architecture.

236
Alice, age 17 
For Women and Girls   

Lino print  

I was inspired to create this protest poster following the 
Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan in August 2021 and 
the subsequent destruction of women’s rights where 
women have been barred from some universities, and 
girls’ secondary schools have not yet reopened. It’s 
important for us in this country, to recognise the privilege 
we have to attend school. I hope that my poster can raise 
awareness on this issue and provoke thought for the 
education we take for granted.

235
Steven, age 17 
Camel  

Collage

Whilst in Ephesus, Turkey 2011, at 7 years old, fascinated 
with animals I took a picture of a camel with my mum’s 
phone. Of course at the time I wouldn’t have known 
better to read the sign that charged a €1 fee to take a 
picture with the camel. 

237
Ava, age 17 
Children’s Changes  

Oil paint and collage on card 

I decided to paint a piece to start discussions about 
climate migration, and how new generations of children 
will cope under the pressures of climate change. 
Specifically, migration from natural disasters as they 
are becoming more apparent as the years go by. I have 
collaged posters and leaflets from COP26 climate 
strikes to add relevance on the issue.

238
Uriel, age 17 
TJ  

Oil paint on board 

This is a portrait of my dad. I was inspired by Kehinde 
Wiley’s portraits as he substitutes historic Caucasian 
figures for men and women of African descent. I 
positioned my dad in a pose reminiscent of the portrait 
of Jacobus Blauw by Jacques-Louis David, altering his 
clothes and accessories. In the background, I decided to 
paint figures from the famous Nigerian Eŷo festival, to 
represent the omnipresence and importance of Nigerian 
culture in my dad’s life. 

239
Nathan, age 17 
A Cone   

Oil paint 

Cones are often objects left in roads and pavements that 
get ignored by people. They are left isolated and only 
noticed when many are put together. I tried to capture a 
cone in a way that elevates it into an art piece that people 
can be drawn to, contrary to the usual way we observe 
them and give the cone a sense of personality. 

240
Aoife, age 17 
Sanctuary in Solitude   

Oil paint on board 

I made this piece as part of a landscape project, which 
focused on shadow and light. I chose this image after 
considering the strange warmth to the artificial light of 
bus stops, casting pools of light onto otherwise unlit 
roads enabling what appears to be a structured box 
during the day seem like an enthralling almost magical 
sphere at night.



241 
Sophia, age 17 
Stuck in a Dead End Job  

Photograph 

This work was inspired by portraying the feeling of being 
trapped or isolated in the workplace.

 
 
 
 

242
Madeleine, age 17 
17.03.1988  

Video 

This film takes the form of a recollection of a memory 
as part of a discussion I had with my father. Exploring 
themes of alienation and longing, this work tracks the 
sharing of experiences between generations, visualising 
the power of discussion and understanding. As with 
recalling memories, the film tackles a number of different 
themes such as the strength of community and religion 
growing up in Ireland in the 1970s.

 

 

244
Cara, age 17 
Croc  

Sculpture

I am hoping to highlight the issues that have evolved 
from fast fashion industries in relation to animal welfare. 
How animals are used for clothes and items and how we 
are reluctant to prevent these normalized fashion trends. 
By creating a ceramic piece with a basis of surrealism, 
I could draw attention to these issues with a cleverly 
thought-out wordplay, a hybrid between a crocodile and 
a croc shoe.

243
Xanthe, age 17 
Physical Animation  

Video, acrylic paint and prints 

Inspired by observing the movement of water in the 
everyday, I produced a short surreal audio-visual piece 
from physically painting into frames from a video and 
digitally inserting textured prints.

245
Ava, age 17 
Generations  

Photograph 

In art I rarely see myself reflected back. This image 
shows my family of black women from three different 
generations in our home being ourselves without the 
outside world’s judgement of who we are. One artist that 
I have looked at is Carrie Mae Weems, she is the first 
artist I ever studied where I could see myself reflected 
in her art. She humanised black women in her photos 
and highlighted that we have families, feelings and are 
individuals, not statistics.

246
Lorna, age 17 
Parliament Get Your Act Together  

Print, mixed media and digital  

The proportion of female MPs within our parliament as 
of March 2022 is 35%. What reason is there for this 
inequality? With a country still dominated by the gender 
pay gap, (with men getting up to 45% more pay in some 
professions) are we truly living in an equal society? 
Alongside the hypocrisy within the UK’s government and 
that whole fiasco of Party Gate, it is more than fair to say 
that Parliament should get its act together.

247 
Ursula, age 18 
Zoe  

Sculpture and drawing 

My sculpture was inspired by the progression of festering 
feelings through lockdown. The piece aims to show off 
an evil monster type representation of how thoughts can 
develop like spores, in an uncontrollable and menacing 
way. 

248
Annabelle, age 18 
Fatherly Love  

Acrylic paint on board 

A painting of me as a baby with my dad. Inspired by 
Njideka Akunyili Crosby’s process of creating collage and 
photo transfer-based paintings.



249 
Leah, age 18 
Interpretations of Circe. A Diptych  

Acrylic paint on board 

A modern interpretation of the legend of Circe,  
the Greek goddess spoken about in Homer’s epic  
poem The Odyssey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

250
Jaden, age 18 
Spartacus II  

Pen on paper 

Rabbits and gorillas fighting.

252
Savanna, age 18 
Travel Expenses  

Pencil on paper 

This is a drawing of my grandparents on their wedding 
day sketched onto a photocopy of their actual passports. 
They were part of the Windrush generation.

251
Kanar, age 18 
The Destroyed Iraqi Village of Bakhdida  

Card, sand, glue, paper, pen and teabags 

An installation depicting my home city in Iraq. There are 
several components to this piece, including sculpture, 
video and drawings.

253
Michelle, age 18 
The Missing Super Market Aisle   

Oil paint 

This is one of the aisles that I use to stroll through 
when I was little. A few years ago, the supermarket got 
renovated and everything was changed but it still reminds 
me of when I would play hide and seek with my sister. 
I made this painting into a postcard and sent them to 
people that reminded me of this place. It has allowed me 
to connect with friends and family I have been separated 
from while studying abroad. 

254
Edgar, age 18 
Dad Head or Head Dad  

Clay 

During lockdown, I was staring at my dad and thought 
that he had quite an interesting face so I decided that 
a bust of him would make a good birthday present. It 
turned out to be a late Christmas present but I think 
he liked it and when he dies it will be something to 
remember him by, and people will go: “Yep, that’s Dek”. I 
was inspired by Ron Mueck’s Dead Dad.

255
Ellie, age 18 
Trying to Find the Positives   

Drawing 

This piece was created in February 2022, while I was 
isolating after contracting Covid-19. I luckily didn’t have 
any symptoms, but this left me feeling very trapped as 
the isolation days continued for what felt like forever. This 
piece was created as an outlook of what I was feeling 
at the time, trying to look for the positives in a bleak 
situation.

256
Amber, age 18 
Stained Glass  

Acrylic paint on canvas 

This painting explores the relationships in a family by 
portraying my parents as figures in a stained-glass 
window behind my ‘real’ brother, sitting on the floor 
in front. Stained glass as a medium suggests how 
parental figures might be idolized, and the mother’s hand 
extending out of the glass indicates the grip she still has 
on her son. My parents are wearing their wedding clothes 
in this image.



257
Eva, age 18 
The Grange  

Steel 

Inspired by David Chipperfield and grid architecture, I 
welded together a representation of ‘The Grange’, an 
18th century former rectory which was left in a state of 
disrepair and stripped back to its architectural shell to 
be restored. The four cubes represent different sections 
of the house, its most distinguishable feature being the 
three storeys at the front and two storeys at the back.

258
Danita, age 18 
An Exploration into the Relationship Between Art 
and Poverty 

Mixed media 

This work captures the emotions of agony, fear and 
loneliness that persistently plague the mind and soul of 
people from disadvantaged backgrounds who live in poor 
conditions.

260
Yewon, age 18 
Reflect  

Mirror, video, projector and whiteboard marker 

‘Reflect’ can mean ‘to throw back light’ (the physical) 
or ‘to express/manifest’ (the psychological). Within the 
video, I interact with a projected/reflected version of 
myself. The ‘inside me’ talks negatively while the ‘outside 
me’ talks positively. This project was inspired by my 
journal where I write about negative things and then 
reassure myself. One piece of text in particular, was from 
when I was struggling with living abroad, away from my 
country of South Korea.

259
Charlie, age 18 
Postmortem  

Chalk and charcoal 

A charcoal drawing looking at the dark side of human life 
and death.

261
Sam, age 18 
I Could Draw That  

Oil paint and oil pastels on board 

I painted this piece as a response to the elitism present 
in art, art in its purest form is just being creative. Not 
everyone has access to the wealth that makes a lot of 
artists successful, but everyone has an imagination; and 
no one has a richer imagination than children. I felt as if I 
wanted to take my artwork back to that, just pure childlike 
imagination, drawing whatever I felt would put a smile on 
people’s faces.

262
Erin, age 18 
What if I Fall in Love With Someone Boring?

Etching 

These are two etchings of my friend attempting to fly 
a kite on a very calm day. We spent most of the time 
picking it out of the mud. I made the kite from scrap coat 
lining material, and appliqued onto it ‘What if I fall in love 
with someone boring?’ An honest but also insignificant 
thought. Even though the background is overwhelmingly 
grey and miserable, I think the etchings still have a 
comforting and nostalgic quality.

263
Katie, age 18 
Party Animal  

Withies, papier-mâché, acrylic and felt 

I am often struck by Boris Johnson’s atrocities and 
incompetence. I was inspired by cartoons of public 
figures as well as the series Spitting Image and 
caricatures in general. I aimed to portray a wearable 
sculpture version of Boris as grotesque as his morals and 
actions. Hopefully I have succeeded.

264
Evan, age 18 
The Sunrise Bureau  

Short film 

The finale of a series looking at the beginnings and 
endings of relationships. I wanted to try and explore how 
we deal with the knowledge that our relationships can’t 
last forever. The end result was Hugo and his frantic 
quest to immortalise his friendship with Jax through the 
eternal medium of magic paperwork. 
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265 
JC Scribbler, age 18
My Imagination  

Mixed media 

I have been inspired by mythical creatures since I was 
eight years old. I spend my free time designing and 
creating my creatures. They all have names and individual 
characters suitable to their images. I hand draw them and 
use sharpies to add colour. This piece includes many of 
these drawings. If you look closely, you will see an image 
of me, hence the title. I have a diagnosis of ASC (Autism 
Spectrum Condition). 

266
Maria, age 18 
Beneath the Willows  

Oil paint on canvas 

I’ve always been intrigued by the beauty of romantic 
artwork, focused on emotion, imagination, and moods. 
With this self-portrait painting, I wanted to express 
my own melancholic emotions and vivid imagination 
by placing myself beneath a weeping willow tree, 
surrounded by beautiful nature, like a dream.

268
Nadia, age 18
Repetition of Adjustment: Me and My Hijab  

Mod roc and plaster

My practice explores my identity as a young Muslim 
woman and the normality of everyday life. This work 
focuses on my relationship with my hijab, how throughout 
the day I am constantly adjusting it as it moves and falls 
from my shoulder. I used a combination of mod roc and 
plaster to represent the solidity of my hijab in my life and 
have suspended them at my height to allow the viewer to 
see the world from my perspective.

267
Izzy, age 18 
Stamen and Stripes   

Oil paint on paper 

I was influenced by Georgia O’Keeffe’s flowers and 
Bridget Riley’s play with optics, pattern and colour. I 
wanted to make the viewer search for the imagery 
amongst the colour and pattern. 

269
Jasmine, age 18 
The Teen Dilemma  

Digital drawing, printed on canvas 

This is a piece about the struggle our generation faces 
- constant comparison to those online, seeing ‘perfect’ 
people posting, and judging ourselves based on the 
fake, edited posts, making us feel insecure. I wanted 
to portray this feeling in a collection of images. These 
two comic panels help me to depict how I believe teens 
subconsciously feel and help show that they are not 
alone in this feeling.

270 
Mike, age 18 
Many Thoughts  

Darkroom print 

I take an interest in masks as they show a select emotion 
or expression. I usually keep most of my thoughts to 
myself as I find it very difficult to explain the things I do 
in a way that makes sense. This artwork uses one image 
that overlaps multiple times. The mask I used has a big 
creepy smile and spiralling eyes to give a crazy feel, to 
represent a scramble of thoughts stuck in my head.

271
Florence, age 18 
Isolated in the Artificial

Fluorescent acrylic paint on paper 

My painting depicts a distortion of ornamental fish held 
captive in plastic bags displayed in shops. The unnatural 
light boldens the subjects, making them seem unreal. 
The crowded bags create a claustrophobic effect, 
consequently mimicking the impact isolation has on 
society. I wanted to show how systems often neatly 
package people to fit commercialisation, in the same way 
animals are treated as accessories instead of vital parts 
of our ecosystem.

272
Kian, age 18 
Made in England  

Photograph



273 
Anouska, age 18 
Wonder World  

Chinese ink and digital 

This is a painting made with Chinese ink with details 
made digitally. It represents an imaginary world built on 
water. I wanted to create a city that looks like it has been 
built with recycled materials, maybe representing a world 
of tomorrow. I added a bit of fantasy by representing 
original ways of transport - hot air balloons and rays. 

274
Charles, age 19 
Nothing is Lost  

Steel 

I wanted to take previously functioning agricultural 
components and repurpose them to create something 
complementary to the landscape it is from to reference 
the object’s original purpose. The sculpture shares the 
vibrant colours of early summer months of oilseed rape 
and poppies, while elements within the sculpture look 
out-of-proportion.

276
Adam, age 19 
Intimidation  

Oil paint on canvas paper 

I painted a broken custard doughnut to catch its 
personified feelings through drama. Capturing the 
powdery surface and softness of the doughnut makes 
it seem innocent and emotional. This directly links to 
the choice of using a spotlight as a way to expose the 
subject and their secrets oozing out. Colour saturating 
the filling coveys panic and how overwhelming the 
situation is.

275
Tara, age 19 
Boketto  

Video 

Boketto, meaning gazing vacantly into the distance 
without really thinking about anything specific. This word 
inspired my piece. My own face pans across my kitchen 
and classroom starting blankly and slowly melting away. I 
decided to make my face transparent so the background 
can be seen through and to make me look like a ghost.

277 
Sam, age 19 
Juxtaposition of Man-Made and Organic Decay 
 
Thrown ceramic pots with found rusty items 

Inspired by the exploration of abandoned urban buildings 
and my curiosity in following an organic creative process, 
the work exhibits nine thrown bowls. The lower half 
of each bowl is at a similar height, and each is to be 
regarded as ‘perfect’. In contrast, the top half is more 
organic and ‘wild’. This gives a juxtaposing impression, 
whilst allowing each pot an opportunity to display its own 
character and identity.

278
Gracie, age 19 
Beneath His Feet  

Collagraph print 

This print is one of the outcomes of my current project 
‘Myth and Folklore’. The piece is inspired by giants and 
trolls in fairy tales, particularly drawing from Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 

279
Collaboration, the pupils of Kensington  
Queensmill School  
Things That Make Us Happy  

Acrylic paint, glue, card, plastic, glitter and love

Kensington Queensmill is a school for autistic people 
from reception to post 16. We asked our students what 
kind of things make them happy. Most of the answers 
matched five elements: to pop and smash balloons, 
bubbles, cars, messy play and action painting. We used 
these elements to create our collage - featuring all 
these little things that cheer us up - celebrating creativity, 
learning, neurodiversity and joy. 

280
Fiona, age 19 
February 2022
  
Watercolour paint on watercolour paper 

Since moving to university my emotions have been 
at the forefront of my mind. I suffer with anxiety, so I 
decided to represent my main emotion of the day in the 
form of a colour. I have painted my diary of emotions as 
a family calendar. The untouched columns represent 
family members I don’t see. The absence represents the 
change of not living with them anymore. This process has 
helped me to normalise the emotions I’m having and to 
be able to accept them.
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